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THE MEANING OF "PROGRESS" 


PROGRESS means moving forward toward an objective, and it is the nature of the 
objective that is the determining factor. If it is undesirable, what we think of 
as moving forward might actually be moving backward into ugliness and devastation. 
Genuine progress should seek to enrich human life, so that future generations can 
have a more attractive world than our own. In terms of land, this should result 
in a more beautiful country and not merely one that serves our practical needs or 
fills our pocketbooks. In developing our land we should keep in mind man's 
spiritual needs, his feeling for beauty, and his growing dependence on outdoor 
life as a release from the tensions of urban civilization. 

The effort to save the remnants of wilderness is progressive in the finest 
sense, for it is based on a long view of human needs and values. There are gifts 
the wilderness can bestow that are not duplicated elsewhere. 

The wilderness can sharpen one's sense of beauty. A view of mountain peaks 
at sunrise, the sight of a sun-flecked river over the bow of a canoe, or a glimpse 
of a warbler at the pinnacle of a spruce, increase one's appreciation of life 
itself and makes one thankful for the gift of so much loveliness. No man whose 
heart has responded to these things can remain bored, callous, or self-centred. 

(from B.C. Wildlife Review) Bishop Robert Hatch, 
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GENERAL MEETING - MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 1967 


John B. Miles, President, opened the first General Meeting of 1967, and follow¬ 
ing brief announcements, turned the chair over to Mark Chewter, President of the 
Junior Club. 

This was the night the Junior Members were scheduled to entertain the Senior 
Club---an event which occurs in January each season. Unfortunately, illness had 
taken its toll and attendance was pitiably small - 13 Junior Members and 15 Senior. 

Brief talks were given by Jan Bradshaw, John Woodcock, Jack Pilon, Chris 
Varady, Ron Boyce and Mark Chewter, Junior Members, covering Bird-banding at Long 
Point, Bird Wings, Bird Eggs, Mammals, Snakes and Leaf collection from Carolinian 
trees, respectively. 

Presentation of the Ross Thompson trophy (annually presented to the Junior 
Member registering the largest number of Bird species seen and verified), was made, 
in absentia, to Russ Kardos (a victim of Measles) with a total of 229 species. 
Copies of the splendid new "Field Guide to Birds of North America" from the 
Golden Press, were presented to the Runners-up. 

The complete record of the Junior Members submitted was: Russ Kardos - 229; 
Gary Rousseau - 228; John Woods - 218; Ken Adcoe - 217; Mark Chewter - 216; Jan 
Bradshaw - 1.73; Jack Pilon - 142; John Woodcock - 140* (*John does not possess 
binoculars and his verified count represented his sightings without benefit of 
this requisite); and the under-14-years of age recorded counts were - Chris 
Varady - 125; Ronald Boyce - 125; and Jack Pilon - 91. 

The meeting adjourned for refreshments when the Junior displays of Bird Eggs, 
Carolinian Tree leaves, Nature Postage Stamps, Shells, Butterflies, Insects, 

Snakes, Turtles, Mice, Bird Wings, were admired and discussed. 

Mr. Harold MacPherson, Junior Club Adviser, and the Junior Club Executive and 
Members, deserve plaudits for their accomplishments, and it is our sincere hope 
that this section of our organization will expand in Membership and interests, 
and that come January, 1968, we will have a bumper attendance at this event'. 


PRESIDENT 

Mark Chewter 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Jack Pilon 

TREASURER 

Douglas Jolliffe 

SECRETARY 

Angela Barnes 

RECORDS SECRETARY . 
Chris Varady 


OFFICERS - JUNIOR CLUB - 1966-67 

- 161 West 19th St., Hamilton, Ontario 

- 369 East 36th St., Hamilton, Ontario 

- 642 Upper Wellington, Hamilton, Ont. 

- 32 Turnbull Road, Dundas, Ontario 

- 641 Upper Wentworth, Hamilton, Ont. 


REPRESENTATIVE - 14 & under 

Brent Trowbridge - 244 Lake Ave.,Box 226, R. R. #5, 

Hamilton, Ontario 


- 'phone: 385-4303 

- 'phone: 385-3778 

- 'phone: 383-9068 

- 'phone: 627-3055 

- 'phone: 389-3844 

- 'phone: 547-4038 
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CONSERVATIONISTS - ATTENTION'.'.'. '.'. '■ '■ '■!'. 1'.'■!!1'. '.'. '■ ■ '■ 


You are URGED to re-read the important articles on WOODS, WATERS and WILDLIFE, 
SOMETHING TO SAVE - and the NIAGARA ESCARPMENT in the January, 1967 issue of the 
Wood Duck. 

Have you written letters to your local Members of Parliament and to Premier John 
Robarts requesting that the Government act in declaring the entire Niagara Escarp¬ 
ment a Provincial Park - a quarter-mile strip along the entire face from Niagara 
Falls to Tobermory, on the Bruce Peninsula, a distance of about 300 miles? IF YOU 
HAVE NOT DONE SO - PLEASE DO NOT NEGLECT TO WRITE . This is your duty as a Member 
of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. 

* Your attention is called to an important meeting about the Brief 

* mentioned in the newspaper articles in our January issue, and you 

* are invited to attend and hear Mr. T. A. Beckett, Chairman of the 

* Hamilton Region Conservation Authority speak on the Brief recently 

* submitted to the Ontario Provincial Government concerning the 

* conservation of the Niagara Escarpment. 

* 

* Date - Friday, February 10, 1967 Place - Headquarters of the Royal Botani- 

* cal Gardens 

* Time - 8:00 P.M. 

* 

* Sponsored by the - Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club who cordially invite members 

* of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club to attend and hear details on this 

* urgent and pertinent subject. 

Here is your opportunity to become fully informed on this 
subjectl 

*************** 


AND DID YOU HEAR - 

the announcement on Radio this past week - when the matter of 
putting an expressway through Coote's Paradise is to be 
considered by the Planning Board of the City of Hamilton'.!'. I 

COME ON - ALL YOU RED-BLOODED MEMBERS - THE TIME TO FIGHT IS 
NOW - Coote's Paradise was decreed a Crown Game Preserve by 
the Provincial Government, in 19,27, after a delegation headed 
by Robert Owen Merriman of the Hamilton Bird Protection Society, 
(forerunners of our Club) had worked tooth and nail to obtain 
this decree. 

Coote's Paradise is a Beauty Spot unparalleled in this section 
of our Province - to say nothing of its importance to Wildlife 
both from a migratory standpoint and for the habitat it provides 
for our fast-disappearing natural resources. 

ARE YOU GOING TO STAND IDLY BY AND SEE THIS DESTROYED? WE HOPE 
NOT'.'.I'.'.'. GET THOSE PROTEST LETTERS OUT TO THE CITY HALL - 
TO THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT - TO THE EDITOR OF OUR DAILY NEWSPAPER 
TO NEWSPAPERS COMING INTO OUR AREA - TO OUR LOCAL RADIO STATIONS 


ACT NOW’. I'. ’.'. 
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WHAT'S IN A NAME? 


Have you ever been curious about the gay, intriguing - yes, romantic, 
and even, occasionally - ominous names given to wildflowers? 

With tongue in cheek, we say: "Spring is just around the corner" - 
and as you venture forth on visits to your favourite stands in search of botanical 
friends old and new, you may be interested in reading why certain common names are 
given to the plants you will see. 

BOUNCING BET (Soapwort) - Saponaria officinalis - Caryophyllaceae (Pink Family) 

The plant juice lathers in water - hence its other name, Soapwort. 

SPIDERWORT - Tradescantia virginiana - Commelinaceae - (Spiderwort Family) 

Common name comes from the hairy, spidery stamens, and also the angular 
leaf habit of growth suggests spider legs. The Latin name honours 
John Tradescant who was the favourite gardener of Charles I of England. 


MUSK MALLOW - Malva moschata - Malvaceae - (Mallow Family) 

Crushed foliage releases a subtle, musky fragrance, hence the name. 

QUEEN ANNE'S LACE - Daucus Carota - Umbelliferae (Parsley Family) 

In England, someone decided the blossoms resembled Queen Anne's lace 
headdress, and so the name originated. 

BONESET (White Joe-Pye-Weed) - Eupatorium perfoliatum - Compositae (Composite 

Family) 

Often found in herb closets of old-time country houses where it was 
used to brew a bitter tea for medicinal purposes. * 


JOE-PYE-WEED - Eupatorium maculatura - Compositae (Composite Family) 

Joe Pye was the name of an Indian reputed to have cured typhus fever in New 
England with the preceding Boneset Tea*. 


BLACK SNAKER00T (Black Cohosh) - Ciraicifuga racemosa - Ranunculaceae 
The Indians treated snake bite with the roots. 


(Crowfoot 

Family) 


BLOODROOT - Sanguinaria canadensis - Papaveraceae (Poppy Family) 

Red liquid oozes from a wounded stem, making a lasting stain. Prized 
by Indians as a decoration for their faces and tomahawks. 

SHADBUSH - JUNEBERRY - SERVICEBERRY - Amelanchier canadensis - Rosaceae (Rose 

Shadbush - because it flowers when the shad fish "run". 

Juneberry - because the crimson fruit is set in early summer. 
Serviceberry - because the Indian used the fruit extensively, 
crushed, pounded, and made into a sort of cake. 


T00THW0RT - Dentaria diphylla - Cruciferae - (Mustard Family) 
Has a crisp, edible, savory root. 


SHEPHERD'S PURSE - Capsella Burs a -pastoris - Cruciferae (Mustard Family) 
from the shape of its little seed pods. 


MAYAPPLE - MANDRAKE - Podophyllum peltatum - Berberidaceae (Barberry Family) 

The fruit was valued by the Indians for medicinal purposes. However, it 
is not recommended for eating - the after-effects being frequently 

.continued next page.. 
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WHAT'S IN A NAME? (continued from previous page). 

unpleasant, 

EARLY SAXIFRAGE - Saxifraga virginiensis - Saxifragaceae (Saxifrage Family) 

Called by the Germans - Steinbrech (Stonebreak), The plant's habit of 
breaking from seams in rocks and hillsides in early Spring, is indicated 
by the Latin - saxum (a rock) and frangere (to break). 

NEW JERSEY TEA - Ceanothus americanus - Rhamnaceae (Buckthorn Family) 

During the American Revolution, its leaves were used as a substitute for tea. 
LABRADOR TEA - Ledum groenlandicum - Ericaceae (Heath Family) 

The leaves from this low-branched, strongly aromatic shrub, with evergreen, 
leathery, canoe-shaped leaves, covered beneath by a dense, rust-covered 
felt, may be gathered throughout the year. After drying, they may be used 
as a good substitute for tea. 

RATTLESNAKE PLANTAIN - Goodyera pubescens - Orchidaceae (Orchis Family) 

Indians considered the leaves applied to a wound from a snake bite, an 
infallible cure. 

SPICEBUSH - (Wild Allspice) - Lindera Benzoin - Lauraceae (Laurel Family) 

During the American Revolution, the powdered berries were used as a substi¬ 
tute for allspice and the leaves also served as a substitute for tea. 

SOLOMON'S SEAL - Polygonatum - Liliaceae (Lily Family) 

Common name derived from the rootstalks which are marked with large round 
scars left by the base of stalks of previous years, somewhat resembling the 
impression of a seal on wax. 

LEATHERWOOD - Dirca palustris - Thymelaeaceae (Mezereum Family) 

Bark is tough and was used as thongs by the Indians. 

HERB ROBERT - Geranium Robertianura - Geraniaceae (Geranium Family) 

So named because of its supposed virtue in a disease known as "Robert's 
Plague" (England), after Robert, Duke of Normandy. 

CARDINAL FLOWER - Lobelia Cardinalis - Campanulaceae (Bluebell Family) 

Name attributed to this flower's colour as related to the robes of 
dignitaries in the Roman church. 

SELF-HEAL - Prunella vulgaris - Labiatae (Mint Family) 

Believed to be a certain cure for Quinsy, and used in England for wounds 
received by rustic labourers. 

MONKEY FLOWER - Mimulus ringens - Scrophulariaceae (Figwort Family) 

Name is a diminutive of MIMUS - a buffoon, and refers to the somewhat 
grinning blossom. 


Editor's Note : The preceding is not represented as a complete list under 
any consideration but is printed in the hope that it will stimulate 
interest in pursuing names given to plants. Explanations are usually 
forthcoming in Gray's Manual of Botany and the volumes of Britton & Brown 
Flora. 


************ 
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THE DUNDAS MARSH BIRD-BANDING STATION 1963-1966 

by - Harold K. MacPherson and John B. Miles 

History and Background 

The Dundas Marsh, or "Coote's Paradise", is an area of nearly 1,800 acres. 

Owned by the Royal Botanical Gardens, it is located on the northwest outskirts of 
the city of Hamilton, Ontario. 

The area is loosely triangular in shape, bounded on the north and south by 
wooded hills, and to the east by a narrow, one hundred foot high, sedimentary 
formation, which serves to isolate it from Hamilton Bay. The western apex touches 
the town of Dundas. The marsh is fed by two major streams entering near the 
western end. 

Before the area was declared a game sanctuary in 1927, the marsh had been a 
mecca, first for market hunters in the mid 19th century, and later for sportsmen 
drawn to the massive concentrations of waterfowl. The marsh has been visited by 
the Province's ornithologists for many years, and is considered one of the best 
all-round birding areas in Ontario. 

Bird banding was first carried out in the western end of the marsh by Les 
Gray in 1957, and joined by Dr. Robert MacLaren in 1958. After Les Gray moved to 
Montreal in 1959, interest in banding faded, although Robert Stamp did do some 
banding in 1960. 

Coverage 

The netting part of the banding programme is carried out on weekends from the 
first mild days of March until the freeze-up in late November. The Duck traps are 
operated daily from April to November. 

Personnel 

The Station is operated by two licensed banders, James F. Anderson, and John 
B. Miles, who assist each other with their specialties whenever possible. One 
sub-permit has been issued to Harold K. MacPherson to assist J. B. Miles. Four to 
six unlicensed co-operators are usually present and assist the licensed banders 
whenever possible. 

Trapping Methods 

John B. Miles started the present station in the spring of 1963. His partici¬ 
pation is by the method of mist netting and accounts for over 95% of all birds 
banded. The station was located about 100 yards west of the mouth of Spencer's 
Creek and the Desjardins Canal in 1963, 1964, and 1965. 

The station is now operated by James F. Anderson and John B. Miles in the same 
general area as that utilized by Gray, MacLaren and Stamp--that is, in the general 
area where Spencer's Creek flows into the Desjardins Canal. 

The operation is two-fold. The netting section of the banding station was 
shifted for the 1966 season about 200 yards east from the site of previous years 
so that it was at the east side of the mouth of Hopkin's Creek. 

The netting in 1963, 1964, and 1965 was conducted with usually three parallel 
strings, of 2 to 3 nets each, of forty-foot 2 3/8" mesh nets set across the open 
marsh. A second complex of 30' and 40', 1%" mesh nets were placed between the 
willows growing along the old canal banks. 

1966 saw a drastic change in the netting scheme. Two parallel series of 6 nets 
each, of 40' , 2 3/8" mesh nets were set across the open marsh. The second complex 
of 40' and 30' 1%" and 60' 1" mesh nets was set along the edge of the wooded flood 

plain of Hopkin's Creek. 


continued next page 
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DUNDAS MARSH BIRD-BANDING STATION (continued from previous page). 

The net lands, once they are established early in the Spring, are rarely 
changed regardless of the season or weather conditions. This gives constant 
uniform coverage throughout the year. 

(Before proceeding, it should be pointed out that although the above descrip¬ 
tion gives an impression of a large number of nets being in use, which is true, 
only about 50% of the nets are effectively catching birds at a given time. The 
2 3/8" nets are effective only early in the morning and late in the evening when 
the swallows and the blackbirds are going to and from their roost in the middle 
of the marsh. Rarely is a bird caught in these nets between 8:00 A.M. and the 
hour before sundown. The fine mesh net catches land birds during the day but 
rarely more than 30 on any given day.) 

James F. Anderson maintains and operates two small funnel-entrance duck traps 
on a man-made island in a pond west of the mouth of Spencer's Creek. The first 
trip was installed in September 1965 and used to the end of November 1965. The 
trap was reactivated in the Spring of 1966 and joined by a second trap in the 
summer of 1966. The addition of these traps accounts for the marked increase in 
ducks banded in 1965 and 1966 over 1963 and 1964. 

Four Years of Banding 

Table #1 gives the detailed banding totals for each of the four years the 
station has been in operation. The grand total of birds banded during these four 
years is 10,819 individuals of 131 species. The species with the highest total of 
Individuals is the Redwinged Blackbird, 3,616. 

Coverage has been concentrated in the period of June to September each year and 
75% of all birds banded have been banded during the so-called nesting season. 
Blackbirds with 36.57% and swallows with 23.97% of all the birds banded are the 
prime species worked with. These birds are mainly caught as they fly into their 
roost in the middle of the marsh in the evenings. During the hour before sundown 
it is not uncommon to catch 100 or more birds. 

Many of the birds are processed entirely under flash lights. 6-volt radar 
lanterns, and head lanterns, as used by commercial worm pickers, are important 
pieces of equipment for this banding station. It is not unusual to be processing 
birds as late as 11-12 o'clock at night, or in an exceptional heavy hit - all 
night. The banding area is extremely wet and hip waders are a necessity. 

The Royal Botanical Gardens will not allow building to be erected for banding 
or for storage of banding equipment in the banding area, and consequently all 
banding equipment must be carried in and out each weekend. It is, indeed, a 
suspicious-looking group of people who emerge from the marsh late each Sunday 
night, wearing hip waders, loaded down with knapsacks, and carrying the high- 
powered flashlights commonly used by deer poachers. 

Recoveries and Returns 

At time of writing, recoveries so far have been poor. Out of 10,819 birds 
banded, there have only been 43 recoveries (.40%), and 16 of these have been 
waterfowl. Redwinged Blackbirds with 3,616 of all the birds banded, have account¬ 
ed for only 8 recoveries. While the percentage of recoveries has been poor, there 
have been several interesting items. One Blue-winged Teal was shot at Laguna 
Ariguanato, Habana, Cuba in the spring of the year following banding. A Cedar 
Waxwing was picked up dead in Houston, Texas and a Spotted Sandpiper was found 
dead near Brunswick, Georgia. Two Redwinged Blackbirds have been recovered in 
Georgia and one was recovered from South Carolina. 

Returns have been between 40 to 60 a year, consisting of mainly local nesters. 


continued next page, 
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DUNDAS MARSH BIRD-BANDING STATION (continued from previous page). 

Future Plans and Projects 

A. It is hoped to add one br more duck traps to the banding area in 1967 and 
possibly have them manned daily by the local conservation officer, under the 
direction of James Anderson. 

B. The station has served to stimulate an interest in banding in the local 
natgre clubs and so far has produced one fully-licensed bander, one sub-permit 
holder, and an application is pending for a second full permit. The station has 
also developed ten co-operators who would be a credit to any banding station. 
Several of these co-operators have also assisted the Long Point Bird Observatory 
and are now members of the Ontario Bird Banding Association. 


Species 


Green Heron 

Blaclc-crowned Night Heron 

Least Bittern 

Mallard 

Mallard X Black Hybrid 

Black Duck 

Pintail 

Green-winged Teal 
Blue-winged Teal 
Shoveler 
Wood Duck 
Ring-necked Duck 
Lesser Scaup 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Virginia Rail 
Sora 

Common Gallinule 
American Coot 
Semipalmated Plover 
Killdeet 
Woodcock 
Common Snipe 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
White-rumped Sandpiper 
Least Sandpiper 
Dunlin 

Semipalmated Sandpiper 
Herring Gull 
Black Tern 
Mourning Dove 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Black-billed Cuckoo 
Screech Owl 
Long-eared Owl 
Saw-whet Owl 
Common Nighthawk 
Chimney Swift 
Belted Kingfisher 
Yellow-shafted Flicker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 


BANDING TOTALS 

1963 1964 


2 

2 


24 17 

40 16 

1 
1 


1 

3 5 

10 4 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

43 18 

1 4 

1 

7 

4 

13 

12 


2 1 

5 

14 6 

1 

2 

3 4 

20 14 

continued next page 


1965 

1966 

Total 


1 

1 


1 

1 


3 

5 

20 

66 

88 

7 

1 

8 

65 

28 

93 

4 

11 

15 

8 


50 

7 

38 

101 



1 

45 

181 

227 


1 

1 


1 

1 



1 

2 

1 

11 

3 

3 

20 

4 

25 

31 


1 

1 

5 


6 

2 


3 


1 

2 

2 

1 

7 

62 

2 

125 

6 


11 



1 

1 


1 

4 


11 

7 


11 

3 


16 

2 


2 

1 

4 

17 

1 

15 

16 



1 

2 

1 

4 



1 



3 

3 


8 

8 

1 

29 

3 


3 

2 

10 

13 

2 

3 

7 

3 


10 

16 

11 

61 
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DUNDAS MARSH BIRD BANDING STATION - BANDING TOTALS (continued from previous page)- 


Species 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Total 

Eastern Kingbird 

7 

7 

3 

2 

19 

Great Crested Flycatcher 

2 

3 


1 

6 

Eastern Phoebe 


1 


3 

4 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 


1 


2 

3 

Traill's Flycatcher 

43 

7 

12 

14 

76 

Least Flycatcher 

7 

6 

3 

10 

26 

Unidentified Empidomax 

1 




1 

Eastern Wood Pewee 

2 


2 

4 

8 

Olive-sided Flycatcher 



1 


1 

Tree Swallow 

7 

4 

15 

2 

28 

Bank Swallow 

566 

358 

165 

35 

1124 

Rough-winged Swallow 

18 

4 

10 

2 

34 

Barn Swallow 

734 

313 

219 

92 

1358 

Cliff Swallow 

18 

14 

16 

1 

49 

Blue Jay 

5 

2 

1 

5 

13 

Black-capped Chickadee 

58 

33 

29 

34 

154 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

2 

2 

8 

3 

15 

Brown Creeper 

4 

2 

6 

7 

19 

House Wren 

3 

5 

1 

2 

11 

Winter Wren 

1 



1 

2 

Long-billed Marsh Wren 

6 

8 

4 

4 

22 

Catbird 

14 

19 

26 

130 

189 

Brown Thrasher 

1 


2 

3 

6 

Robin 

6 

10 

18 

13 

47 

Wood Thrush 




11 

11 

Hermit Thrush 

14 

5 

2 

6 

27 

Swainson's Thrush 

2 

2 

4 

20 

28 

Gray-cheeked Thrush 

3 


3 

8 

14 

Veery 

1 

2 

2 

5 

10 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 



5 

7 

12 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

1 

3 

9 

8 

21 

Cedar Waxwing. 

37 

18 

51 

19 

125 

Northern Shrike 


1 

1 


2 

Starling 

47 

143 

30 

336 

556 

Solitary Vireo 



1 


1 

Red-eyed Vireo 

1 

1 

1 

16 

19 

Philadelphia Vireo 




2 

2 

Warbling Vireo 

1 


1 


2 

Black-and-white Warbler 

1 



7 

8 

Prothonotary Warbler 




1 

1 

Tennessee Warbler 


4 


6 

10 

Orange-crowned Warbler 




2 

2 

Nashville Warbler 


1 

3 

2 

6 

Parula Warbler 



1 


1 

Yellow Warbler 

38 

68 

33 

16 

155 

Magnolia Warbler 


5 

6 

15 

26 

Black-throated Blue Warbler 




2 

2 

Myrtle Warbler 

5 

12 

22 

28 

67 

Black-throated Green Warbler 




3 

3 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 




8 

8 

Bay-breasted Warbler 




4 

4 

Blackpoll Warbler 


20 

1 

3 

24 

Palm Warbler 

1 

4 


3 

8 

Ovenbird 


2 

4 

13 

19 

Northern Waterthrush 

18 

19 

16 

14 

67 

Louisiana Waterthrush 

1 

2 



3 

continued 

next page.. 
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DUNDAS MARSH BIRD BANDING STATION - BANDING TOTALS (continued from previous page)- 


Species 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Total 

Mourning Warbler 




1 

1 

Yellowthroat 

13 

34 

16 

12 

75 

Wilson's Warbler 


3 


14 

17 

Canada Warbler 

1 



14 

15 

American Redstart 

4 

5 

2 

20 

31 

House Sparrow 



5 



Bobolink 


1 

1 


2 

Eastern Meadowlark 



1 

l 

2 

Redwinged Blackbird 

510 

764 

571 

1771 

3616 

Baltimore Oriole 

2 

2 

2 

13 

19 

Rusty Blackbird 

1 

12 

1 

17 

31 

Common Crackle 

11 

44 

5 

42 

102 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

9 

12 

10 

88 

11 9 

Scarlet Tanager 




1 

1 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

3 


5 

15 

23 

Indigo Bunting 

2 

6 

2 

9 

19 

Purple Finch 



12 


12 

Pine Grosbeak 



3 


3 

Common Redpoll 



1 


1 

American Goldfinch 

18 

13 

18 

20 

69 

Rufous-sided Towhee 

4 




4 

Savannah Sparrow 

5 

3 

1 

2 

11 

Slate-colored Junco 

29 

100 

25 

4 

158 

Tree Sparrow 

127 

127 

105 

53 

412 

Chipping Sparrow 



1 


1 

Field Sparrow 


2 



2 

White-crowned Sparrow 

1 

1 

3 

2 

7 

White-throated Sparrow 

7 

20 

11 

23 

61 

Fox Sparrow 

6 



2 

8 

Lincoln's Sparrow 

1 


5 


6 

Swamp Sparrow 

13 

9 

24 

2 

48 

Song Sparrow 

87 

104 

155 

83 

429 


TOTALS - INDIVIDUALS 

- 

2734 

2492 

2030 

3563 

10819 

SPECIES 

- 

81 

75 

94 

98 

131 



*1 

Unid 


*1 

Hybr 

*1 

Hybr 

*1 

Unid 


*1 

*********************************** 


THE RENEGADES 

As man progressed down the road to civilization millions of years ago, he was 
helped along by the wild animals he captured and tamed. Some of these creatures 
supplied him with food, others helped him work, and still others were his com¬ 
panions or decorations. But, as could be expected, some of these domestic 
creatures occasionally left man's care and reverted to the wild. It still happens, 
even today, and we call these renegades "feral" wildlife. 

Wild Horses, Burros, Cattle, Swine, Dogs, Cats and Goldfish thrive as renegades 
today. The separation of feral cats from domestic introduces a major complication, 
as the prowling pet cat has the same impact on nature as the feral one, 

********** 
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LONG POINT BIRD COUNT - S ATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1966 

ivi-ini-, Ontario (42° 37'N, 80° 23'W (all points within a 15-mile diameter 
circle, center on Long Point Bay, to include Normandale, Turkey Point, Port 
Rowan, The Coves, Long Point east to Courtright Ridge; open water 30%, frozen 
water 20%, mixed woods 25%, fields and pastures 10%, swamps and marshes 10%, 
farmyards and towns 5%; 7:15 a.m. to 5:15 p.m.; Cloudy - temperature 20° to 
35 ; wind SW, 15-25 m.p.h. Forty-two observers in 19 parties. Total party 
hours 151 (96 on foot) (55 by car); total party miles, 682 (156 on foot, 525 by 
car). 

Common Loon 1; Great Blue Heron 2; Mute Swan 1; Whistling Swan 188 ; 

Canada Goose 12; Snow Goose 46; Mallard 42; Black Duck 24; Pintail 1; 

Redhead 26; Canvasback 1; Greater Scaup 48; Lesser Scaup 28; Common Golden¬ 
eye 209; Bufflehead 3; Oldsquaw 7; Common Merganser 62; Red-breasted Merganser 11; 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 4; Cooper's Hawk 1; Red-tailed Hawk 49; Red-shouldered Hawk 1; 
Rough-legged Hawk 15; Marsh Hawk 15; Pigeon Hawk 1; Sparrow Hawk 12; Ruffed 
Grouse 80; Sharp-tailed Grou se 3 ; Ring-necked Pheasant 74; Virgin ia Ra il 1 ; 
American Coot 1; Greater Black-backed Gull 4; Herring Gull 570; Ring-billed 
Gull 208; Bonaparte's Gull 2; Mourning Dove 192; Screech Owl 1; Great Horned 
Owl 5 ; Snowy Owl 9; Belted Kingfisher 1; Yellow-shafted Flicker 5; Pileated 
Woodpecker 2; Hairy Woodpecker 24; Downy Woodpecker 102; Eastern Phoebe 1 ; 

Horned Lark 12; Blue Jau 293; Common Crow 27; Black-capped Chickadee 309; 
White-breasted Nuthatch 35; Red-breasted Nuthatch 13; Brown Creeper 30; House 
Wren .- 1 i Winter Wren 5; Brown Thrasher 1 : Robin 3; Hermit Thrush 2 ; Golden- 
crowned Kinglet 80; Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1 : Cedar Waxwing 9; Northern Shrike 8; 
Starling 870; Yellowthroat 2 : House Sparrow 3,420; Red-winged Blackbird 879; 

Rusty Blackbird 49; Brewer's Blackbird 9 ; Common Grackle 284; Brown-headed 
Cowbird 619; Cardinal 205; Dickcissel 1 ; Evening Grosbeak 3; Purple Finch 14; 
Common Redpoll 365; Pine Siskin 20; American Goldfinch 323; White-winged 
Crossbill 6; Rufous-sided Towhee 3; Slate-coloured Junco 598; Oregon Junco 1; 

Tree Sparrow 2,460; Chipping Sparrow 15 : Field Sparrow 22; White-crowned 
Sparrow 3; White-throated Sparrow 2; Swamp Sparrow 79; Song Sparrow 93; Snow 
Bunting 316. 

Total - 88 species - about 13,585 individuals. 

Seen in area count period but not on count day; Horned Grebe, Pied-billed 
Grebe, Blue Goose, Shoveler, Hooded Merganser, Goshawk, Ivory Gull, Long-eared 
Owl, Red Crossbill. 

Participants: Ken Adcoe, Miss Elizabeth Barrett, Harry Barrett, Norah Barrett, 

Ken Beemer, Chris Blythe, Ronald Boyce, Jan Bradshaw, Michael Bradstreet, Miss 
Sandra Brenner, Mark Chewter, Dr. E. R. Dinniwell, James Dowall, Mike Dyer, 

John Eddy, Herbert Elliott, George Furler, Geoffrey Holroyd, D. J, T. Hussell, 

Barry Jones, Kenneth Jones, Russell Kardos, Manfred Kettler, Richard Knapton, 

Dr. Duncan A. MacLulich, Fraser McClung, John B. Miles (Compiler), Dr. James 
Pringle, Henry Roesch, Antonio Salvadori, Alfred Senior, William F. Smith, 

Gregary Stump, Dr. Ronald Tasker, Irene Watt, Bruce White, Bradley Wilson, 

John Woodcock, Mr. and Mrs. J. Woodford, John Woods (Long Point Bird 
Observatory). 

**************************** 

WORKSHOP TRIP TO SPOOKY HOLLOW SANCTUARY - SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 1967 

Mark this date on your calendars now and plan to be there to lend a 
helping hand in the small bit of maintenance which is necessary each 
season . 

There are two new wooden signs to be erected - ribbon trail markers to be 
renewed - possible replacement of some of our posting signs, etc. etc. 



COMING EVENTS COMING EVENTS COMING EVENTS 


****************************************************************************** 

* FEBRUARY GENERAL MEETING * 

* * 

* Date - Monday, February 13, 1967 * 

* * 

* Time - 8:00 P.M. * 

* * 

* Place - Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical * 

* Gardens, Plains Road East, Burlington, Ontario * 

* * 

* Speaker - ROBERT STAMP, Programme Director of our Club - * 

* showing slides and movies from Devon Island * 

* high in the Canadian Arctic. * 

* * 

* Visitors welcome Refreshments will be served * 

* * 
**************************************************:, **;***v ******************** 


EVERYBODY OUT 1 . 


Sunday. February 5, 1967 - WORKSHOP TRIP TO REPAIR WOOD DUCK BOXES and 
check for last season's occupancy. Meet at Spencer Creek 
Bridge, Highway 102 to Dundas, at 9:00 A.M. Dress warmly 
with good waterproof footwear. Bring snack and hot drinks. 
Leader: Sandy Intini - 'phone 529-0906. 

Saturday, February 18. 1967 - PAST PRESIDENTS' WINTER OUTING to SPOOKY 

HOLLOW SANCTUARY. Let's have a refreshing winter hike and 
look for signs of Spring. Bring Lunch and hot drinks. 

Dress warmly. Meet at Mountain Plaza - southwest corner 
of Parking Lot at 9:30 A.M. Leaders: Robert Westmore, 

'phone 648-4555 and Marion Shivas, 'phone 628-6846. 

Barring a blizzard or impossible driving conditions, we 
will make this trip. 

Sunday, February 26, 1967 - Joint Hike of HAMILTON NATURALISTS & BRUCE TRAIL 
CLUBS to RATTLESNAKE POINT AREA. Meet at Guelph Line and Base 
Line north Burlington at 10:00 A.M. Dress warmly and bring 
Lunch. Join the other Clubs for a fine outing'. 

How to get to meeting place -Take Centre Road out of 

Waterdown to Carlisle; right at Carlisle to Kilbride; through 
Carlisle, swing left at Flasher Light at Guelph Line, go 
straight ahead north to just south of Carapbellville (first 
road to left is the Base Line road of north Burlington). 

or - follow old Guelph Line road straight north through Lowville, 
due north towards Campbellville and look for Base Line road junction 
just south of Campbellville. 

See IROQUOIA Map #1 - KELSO in BRUCE. TRAIL GUIDE BOOK. Follow road 
north through Lowville and Base Line Road is road to left and small 
spur where Crawford Lake is shown. 


******* 
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NEW BOOKS for NATURE LOVERS in ARTS & SCIENCE DEPARTMENT OF THE HAMILTON PUBLIC 

_ LIBRARY _ 

by - Mary Ziegler 

We must naturally start off Centennial year with a list of the newer books in this 
department which have some Canadian associations. 

THE GIANT CANADA GOOSE is by Dr. Harold Hanson, a research biologist who has 
devoted 20 years to the study of this bird. "Long believed to be extinct, the 
giant race of the Canada goose has now been rediscovered and found to occur 
widely in Central and Western North America. The scientist discoverer solves a 
major wildlife riddle, and summarizes present knowledge of North America's largest 
game bird." There are 48 pages of photographs in this book. 

An excellently illustrated book with photographs and coloured plates is FISHES 
OF THE GREAT LAKES REGION by Hubba and Lagler. As well as an excellent index, it 
has keys to the families of Great Lake fishes and to the species and sub species. 
Invaluable to the student, it covers the waters of the Great Lakes region and 
their fish associations along with chapters on field study and the collecting of 
fishes and their preservation for study. 

A book by two talented Canadians is BRIGHT WORLD A”Ql™D UP by Miller and Margaret 
Stewart. Based on a radio series "Camp Wilderness" by Mrs, Stewart, the book is 
a new appreciation of the wonders of this world which we share with an enormously 
rich variety of other living creatures. Together with the Millers we take a tour 
of exploration, discovering with them a new and exciting approach to much that we 
have previously taken for granted. 

BIRDS OF THE NIAGARA FRONTIER REGION is a bulletin of the Buffalo Society of 
Natural Sciences by Clark S. Beardslee and Harold D. Mitchell and is sub-titled, 

An Annotated Check-List. It contains chapters under such headings as Ornithologi¬ 
cal history of the region; Life zones; Territorial outline; and Seasonal status. 
Almost 40 pages are illustrated with photographs. 

Four small pamphlet-type books are worth noting. THE BRUCE TRAIL GUIDE BOOK is 
a handbook consisting mostly of maps and explanatory text. More detailed is 
CANADA 1 S MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARKS which covers the plant life, wild life, fishing 
and accommodation facilities at Banff, Jasper, Glacier, Kootenay, Mount Revel- 
stoke, Waterton Lakes and Yoho. Two pamphlets issued by the Royal Ontario 
Museum in Toronto are FOSSILS IN ONTARIO by R.R.H. Lemon and DINOSAURS OF CANADA 
by W.E, Swinton, both of which are illustrated by maps and drawings. 

LIVING ISLAND by Evelyn M. Richardson. Her husband kept the light on the small 
Nova Scotian island of Bon Portage, eight miles from Cape Sable and for 26 of 
their 35 years there, Evelyn Richardson's family were the only human inhabitants. 
The author's life, like that of the island's birds, animals and wild flowers, 
was governed by sea and season and with humour and sentiment she takes the reader 
back and forth across her island, picking bake apples, stalking shore birds or 
thrilling to the accidental discovery of rare types of bird life, A book to 
charm all who ever loved islands and sea shores and the wild life that inhabit 
them. 

********************************************************************** 

DATES TO REMEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER 

Monday, April 24, 1967 - Port Credit, Ontario, Secondary School at 8:15 
P.M. - Roger Tory Peterson's Illustrated Lecture on the GALAPAGOS 
ISLANDS. Ticket information obtainable by writing to Mrs. Wm. Gunn, 

455 Meadowwood Road, Port Credit, Ontario 

ANNUAL MEETING OF FEDERATION OF ONTARIO NATURALISTS - FRIDAY, APRIL 28th to 
SUNDAY, APRIL 30th, 1967 - KITCHENER, Ontario 


******* 

***** 
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NOTBnORTHY BIRD RECOttDS 


Number of species recorded to January 22, 1967 - 86 


Red-throated Loon 
Red-necked Grebe 
Homed Grebe 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Great Blue Heron 
Gadwall 


Jan. 15 
Jan. 8 
Jan. 1 
Jan. 1 
Jan.1,13 
Jan.1,21 


1 Burlington Beach Canal Robert Curiy 

1 Lake at Burlington G. V/. North et al. 

2 Woodland Cemetery G. North, Alf Epp 

1 Woodland Cemetery G. North, Alf Epp 

1 Valley Inn; Walker's L. A. Epp; R. Kardos 

4, 44 Carroll's Pt.; Clarkson G. North, R. Westmore 


Pintail 

Jan. 

15 

1 La Salle Park 

Robert Curry 

Mallard x Pintail 

Jan. 

16 

1 Carroll's Point 

George W. North 

American Widgeon 

Jan. 

2 

45 Port Credit 

S. P. N. C. 

Redhead 

Jan. 

1 

12 Lake Ontario 

George & Laurel North 

Ring-necked Duck 

Jan. 

1 

2 N. Shore Harbour 

David K. Powell 

Canvasback 

Jan. 

1 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

A. Epp, G. W. North 

White-winged ScoterJan. 

1 

1 Carroll's Point 

Alf Epp 

Ruddy Duck 

Jan. 

15 

1 Clarkson 

Robert Curry 

Hooded Merganser 

Jan. 

1 

1 High Level Bridge 

Alf Epp, G. W. North 

Cooper's Hawk 

Jan. 

5 

1 Cedar Springs 

W. A. T. Gilmour 

Re d-s houlde r. Hawk 

Jan. 

4 

1 King's Forest 

W. A. T. Gilmour 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Jan. 

14 

1 Oakville 

Ron Boyce, J. Woodcock 

Ruffed Grouse 

Jan. 

15 

1 Webster's Falls 

R. Boyce, John Woodcock 

Gray Partridge 

Jan. 

1 

10 U. Ottawa & Limeridge 

L. & G. North 

American Coot 

Jan. 

1 

29 N. Shore of Harbour 

George W. North 

Killdeer 

Jan.8 

,21 

1, 1 Bronte: Brant Inn 

R. Westmore, G. North 

Mourning Dove 

Jan. 

1 

14 Hopkins Creek 

J. Miles, H. MacPherson 

Great Horned Owl 

Jan. 

15 

1, 1 Hopkins Ck.; nronte 

Jan Bradshaw, Michael 

Snowy Owl 

Jan. 

15 

2 #1 Sideroad, Guelph L. 

Dyers, Russell Kardos 

Jan. 

21 

1 Confederation Park 

G. North, R. Westmore 

Long-eared Owl 

Jan. 

1 

2 Hopkins Tract 

J. Miles, H. MacPherson 

Short-eared Owl 

Jan. 

1 

4 Macassa Lodge 

G. & L. North 

celted Kingfisher 

Jan. 

2 

1 La Salle Park 

North, Westmore 

lellow-sh. Flicker Jan. 

1 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

A. Epp, G. North 

Pileated WoodpeckerJan. 

7 

1 Golf Links Road 

Dorothy Westmore 


Jan. 

8 

1 Westdale Park 

Eric W. flastin 


Jan. 

14 

1 7th Line, Oakville 

R. Boyce, J. Woodcock 


Jan. 

14 

1 Sulphur Springs 

Jan Bradshaw, MacPherson 

Red-headed Wdpkr. 

Jan. 

21 

1 South of b inbrook 

W. A-. T. Gilmour 

B-b.3-toed Wdpkr. 

Jan. 

22 

1 Ancaster Golf Links 

R. A. H. Westmore 

Horned Lark 

Jan. 

5 

8 Cedar Springs 

W. A. T. Gilmour 

Tufted Titmouse 

Jan. 

1 

4 Romar Dr., Dundas 

Olive Newcombe 


Jan. 

15 

1 Dundas Quarry 

J. Woodcock, R. Boyce 

Red-br. Nuthatch 

Jan. 

1 

1 Rock Garden 

Alf Epp 

Brown Creeper 

Jan. 

1 

2 N. Shore Dundas Marsh 

R. Boyce, J. Woodcock 

Mockingbird 

Jan. 

1 

1 Stoney Creek 

Mrs. T. R. Brown 

Robin 

Jan. 

7 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

R. A. H. Westmore 

Northern Shrike 

Jan. 

l 

1 Rock Garden, R.B.G. 

Alf Epp 

Myrtle Warbler . 

Dec. 

10 

1 Grimsby Beach 

George Meyers 


Jan. 

7 

1 Grimsby Beach 

George Meyers 

E. Meadowlark 

Jan. 

6 

15 Tapleytown 

R. G. C. MacLaren 


Jan. 

18 

1 Oakville 

Robert Westmore 

Red-wing. BlackbirdJan. 

1 

2 Desjardins Canal 

J. Miles, H. MacPherson 

Rusty Blackbird 

Jan. 

1 

7 " " 

» " " " 

Common Grackle 

Jan. 

1 

1 Dundas 

R. Boyce, J. Woodcock 

cr.-headed Cowbird 

Jan. 

7 

1 Oakville 

Al & Shirley Brown 
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Rose-br. Grosbeak 

Dec. 

30 

1 Oakville 

Barry Jones 


Jan. 

1 

1 Oakville 

b. 

Jones, G.&L. North 

Evening Grosbeak 

Jan. 

1 

6 Freelton 

L. 

Cummins 

Purple Finch 

Jan, 

2 

2 Hopkins Creek 

G. 

W. North 

Common Redpoll 

Jan. 

2 

60 Ancaster-Dundas Road 

R. 

A. H. Westmore 

Pine Siskin 

Jan. 

14 

30 Sulphur Springs 

H. 

MacPherson, Bradshc 

Red Crossbill 

Jan. 

21 

6 Tamahaac Club 

K. 

Adcoe, M. Dyer, " 

White-w. Crossbill 

Nov. 

12F 

4 Clarkson 

J. 

Lamey, D. Lee 


Jan. 

2 

15 Hopkins Tract 

R. 

Boyce, J. Woodcock 


Jan. 

14 

2 Sulphur Springs 

H. 

MacPherson, oradshs 

Rufous-s. Towhee 

Jan. 

8 

1 Patricia Dr., nurlngtn.G. 

North, R. Westmore 

Field Sparrow 

Jan. 

1 

1 Dundas Hydro Station 

J. 

Miles, MacPherson 

Swamp Sparrow 

Jan. 

1 

2 " ,1 ,| II 

G. 

& L. North 

Lapland Longspur 

Jan. 

15 

1 Desjardins Canal 

Robert Curry 

Snow Bunting 

Jan. 

13 

1 Walker's Line 

Russell Kardos 


Other commoner species observed on January 1, 1967, are as follows: Mallard, 
Black Duck, Greater Scaup, Common Goldeneye, buffi''hap d, Gldsquaw, Common Mer¬ 
ganser, Red-breasted Merganser, Red-tailed Hawk, Sparrow Hawk, Ring-necked 
Pheasant, Glaucous Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, Herring Gull, Ring-billed Gull, 
Hairy Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Blue Jay, Common Crow, black-capped Chickadee, 
White-breasted Nuthatch, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Cedar Waxwing, Starling, 

House Sparrow, Cardinal, American Goldfinch, Slate-colored Junco, Tree Sparrow 
and Song Sparrow. 


CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

HAMILTON. ONT. 43°l6'02»N, 79°53'08»W~Dec. 26; 7:15 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. 

Overcast, snowflurries; temp. 17° to 29°; wind SW, 10-20 m.p.h.; 2 to 4 inches 
snow on ground, harbour open. Fifty-nine observers in 28 parties. Total party- 
hours, 159 (123 on foot, 36 by car); total party-miles, 562 (182 on foot, 380 car). 

—Horned Grebe, 2; Pied-billed Grebe, 1; Great Blue Heron, 2; Jfellard, 151; 
black Duck, 186; Gadwall, 3; Pintail x Mallard, 1; Ring-necked Duck, 2; Canvas- 
back, 1; Greater Scaup, 69; Common Goldeneye, 105; Bufflehead, 54; Oldsquaw, 54; 
White-winged Scoter, 3; Common Merganser, 830; Red-breasted Merganser, 7; Gos¬ 
hawk, 1; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1; Red-tailed Hawk, 56; Red-shouldered Hawk, 1; 
Rough-legged Hawk, 14; Marsh Hawk, 2; Sparrow Hawk, 11; Ruffed Grouse, 8; Ring¬ 
necked Pheasant, 286; Gray Partridge, 9; American Coot, 29; Glaucous Gull, 4; 

Great Black-backed Gull, 95; Herring Gull, 750; Ring-billed Gull, 30; Mourning 
Dove, 9; Great Homed Owl, 9; Snowy Owl, 5; Long-eared Owl, 7; Short-eared Owl, 5; 
Belted Kingfisher, 2; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 11; Pileated Woodpecker, 2; Hairy 
Woodpecker, 31; Downy Woodpecker, 100; blue Jay, 240; Common Crow, 2700; black- 
capped Chickadee, 444; Tufted Titmouse, 4; White-breasted Nuthatch, 111; Red¬ 
breasted Nuthatch, 14; Brown Creeper, 10; Winter Wren, 2; Mockingbird, 2; Robin, 

2; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 10; Cedar Waxwing, 47; Northern Shrike, 7; Starling, 
3200; Yellowthroat, 1; House Sparrow, 3900; Red-winged Blackbird, 11; Rusty 
Blackbird, 6; Common Grackle, 5; Brown-headed Cowbird, 3; Cardinal, 206; Evening 
Grosbeak, 8; Purple Finch, 16; Pine Grosbeak, 1; Common Redpoll, 12; Pine 
Siskin, 132; American Goldfinch, 238; Red Crossbill, 31; White-winged Crossbill, 

60; Rufous-sided Towhee, 1; Slate-colored Junco, 412; Oregon Junco, 2; Tree 
Sparrow, 706; Field Sparrow, 2; White-throated Sparrow, 1; Swamp Sparrow, 7; 

Song Sparrow, 71; Snow Bunting, 40. 

Total , 78 species and 1 hybrid; about 15,614 individuals. (Seen in area 
count period, but not on count day: Pintail, Hooded Merganser.) 
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